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Mock on Effect of USSR Demise on State Treaty 


AU 2812150091 Vienna ORF Television Network 
in German 2120 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Studio interview with Foreign Minister Alors Mock by 
Robert Hochner—iive] 


[Excerpt] [Hochner] Good evening. Mr. Minister. If we 
recognize Russia, do we recognize Russia as the iegal 
successor of the USSR and thus as a signatory state of the 
State Treaty or would this give us the opportunity to say 
that we recognize Russia as a new siate and the State 
Treaty—the regulations that the USSR demanded from 
usS—no longer exis] even on paper, so to speak” 


[Mock] Well, I think that i ts very important. in partic- 
ular for a state like Austria, to strictly adhere to interna- 
tonal law. What does international law say about this 
situation”? International law proceeds from the principle 
of the clean slate, that 1s, the slate on which one wrote 
with a pencil in the past and then erased. This means. a 
successor to a territory does not automatically enter into 
the legal situation of his predecessor. In the agreement. 
which was concluded by Belarus, the Ukraine, and 
Russia on § December, it is expressly stated that the 
USSR no longer exists as a subject under international 
law. This means that the new states are indeed new 
States. 


The Austrian Government will be guided by this basic 
consideration in its discussions on 8 and 9 January. The 
recognition of Russia is in no way directly linked with 
the State Treaty. 


{[Hochner] This means—I am trying to make this a bit 
clearer—that if the Russians do not raise the topic of the 
State Treaty for discussion, which no one expects them 
to do anyway, we ourselves will not broach the issue and 
will let the State Treaty slide into history. so to speak” 


[Mock] We do not have any reason to broach the issue of 
the State Treaty in connection with the recognition of 
Russia. [passage omitted] 


End of USSR Seen Affecting State Treaty 
AU 2712130891 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
27 Dec 91 pp i, 2 


[Report by Andreas Unterberger: “End of USSR Affects 
State Treaty and Austria's Sovereignty™} 


[Text] The dissolution of the Soviet Union has an 
enormous impact on the Austnan State Treaty. The most 
important signatory power has ceased to exist and people 
in Vienna's Foreign Ministry have so far not considered 
inviting Russia, other successor states, or the “Common- 
wealth of Independent States” (CIS) to join the State 
Treaty. Sources in the Foreign Ministry have stated that 
important provisions of the treaty, such as those on 
disputed interpretation, are therefore no longer “appli- 
cable,” which would put an elegant end to obsolete 
limitations on Austrian sovereignty. 
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Responsible sources in the Austnan Foreign Ministry 
have repeatedly confirmed to DIE PRESSE that the 
demise of the Sovict Union has a serious impact on the 
State Treaty. Experts refer to a clear principle of inter- 
national law: “As far as politecal treaties are concerned. 
there 1s NO automatic succession of states if one state is 
dissolved.” 


This positsion—which has not yet been dealt with by the 
government—4s in certain contradiction to the position 
of the EC, which decided shortly before Christmas to 
recognize Russia as the direct successor to the USSR. 
which does not require any more special recognition. 


According to earlier Austrian analyses. the succession by 
the CIS or the Russian Republic to the USSR in the State 
Treaty requires consensus of all signatories, including 
Austria. So far. experts in the Foreign Ministry have not 
intended to grant the heirs to the USSR any nghts in this 
connection. The same applics to political agreements 
concluded only between the Soviet and Austnan Gov- 
ernments in the Moscow Memorandum in April 1955. lt 
constitutes the only link between the State Treaty and 
neutrality. which Vienna has not regarded as legally 
binding but Moscow rather has. 


The end of the USSR does not mean that the State 
Treaty 1s dead. yet one of the parties to the treaty has 
ceased to cxrst. Nevertheless. certain obligations, such as 
the duty to maintain the Soviet monument in Vienna's 
Schwarzenbergplatz. might lapse or—as jurists put 1— 
become “obsolete.” 


The provisions under Article 35, in which the four heads 
of mission of the victor powers are granted comprehen- 
sive nghts regarding disputed interpretations in connec- 
tion with the State Treaty, would also be “no longer 
applicable.” For vears. leading Austnan experts on con- 
stitutional law have described Artcle 35 in particular, as 
well as other regulations of the State Treaty, as 
unpleasant restrictions on sovereignty 


These limitations have become particularly obvious 
since the conclusion of the Germany Treaty im 1990. 
Unlike Vienna, Germany did not have to accept any 
restrictions regarding its sovereignty although Austria ts 
certainly not more to blame for World War Il than 
Germany. 


In 1990. Austria declared various articles of the State 
Treaty “obsolete,” but only listed those provisions that 
Austria has ignored for some time anyway. such as 
provisions related to arms technology. The end of the 
USSR now offers Austria a chance to rid itself of 
anachronistic burdens. it 1s sand. 


However, Austria's legal view of the consequences of the 
end of the USSR on the State Treaty will have to stand 
international tests. Other countries pursue completely 
different interests: People there want to install Russia as 
the clear legal successor to the dissolved Soviet Union in 
order to guarantee that all agreements (particularly those 
on disarmament) are complied with 
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In Austria's view the successor states must first conc!ude 
an agreement on who takes over the USSR’s debts and 
assets. It would certainly be unjustified and hardly 
acceptable to the other CIS partners. if all former 
embassy buildings of the Soviet Union were to be passed 
over to Russia, sources in the Foreign Ministry stated. 


In tts attitude toward the Soviet Union, Vienna 1s guided 
by the statement of the arbitration commitice of The 
Hague Conference on Yugoslavia. This board of legal 
experts came to the conclusion that even Yugoslavia 1s 
without a direct legal successor as a result of the process 
of disintegration. 


This argument must apply all the more to the Soviet 
Union, where, unlike Yugoslavia. there 1s no longer any 
federal authority trying to oppose the sovereignty decla- 
ration of the 1! (or, 12. or 15, depending on how you 
count) republics. 


International law contains only a few very general pro- 
visions on the succession to states, because such cases 
hardly ever arise. If ut is “only” a case of secession— 
which in Serbia's interpretation 1s the case in Yugosla- 
via—most rights and obligations remain with the central 
State. 


The following applies to the new states: All partners must 
agree to the accession of the new states im the case of 
political and “closed™ treaties. In the case of “open™ 
treaties, a declaration of intent of the new state 1s 
sufficient. 


Meanwhile, considerations regarding diplomatic rela- 
tions with the successors to the Soviet Union have taken 
shape. An embassy 1s to be opened very quickly in Kiev 
(Ukraine), which will also be responsible for Minsk 
(Belarus), whercas the embassy in Moscow will be 
responsible for the Asian republics, too. 


Responsibility for the Caucasian republics (Georgia, 
Armenia, Azerbayan) has not yet been decided. In a 
second stage, a mission for cach area is to be set up for 
these republics as well as for the Asian republics. 


Mock Wants Waldheim To Invite Yeltsin To Visit 


AU 2812175891 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
28-29 Dec 91 pl 


[“poss” report: “Mock Striving for Invitation to 


Yeltsin” } 

{Excerpt} Vienna—Foreign Minister Mock is trying to 
persuade President Waldheim to invite Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin for an official visit, DER STAN- 
DARD has learned. “There are specific considerations 
to turn an oral invitation, which has already been 
extended, into a written one.” 


Thomas Klestil, secretary general in the Foreign Min- 
istry and presidential candidate of the Austrian People's 
Party, might convey the invitation, it is said. In Sep- 
tember Mock also invited Russian Foreign Minister 
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Andrey Kozyrev for a visit soon. Only recently did Mock 
announce the sending of a “high-ranking delegation™ to 
Russia, the Ukraine. and Belarus. The delegation 1s to 
leave after these three republics have been recognized by 
the Cabinet on 9 January. On the same day the decision 
about recognizing Croatia. Siovenia. Bosnia- 
Hercegovina. and Macedonia. 1s also supposed to be 
made. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister on Overall Solution for SFRY 


92B410241B Zagreb \JESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 
8 Dec Vi pil 


[Interview with Alors Mock, Austrian foreign minister, 
by Kresimir Fiyacko im Vienna, § December: “Step by 
Step to an Overall Solution™] 


[Text] Alors Mock, Austrian foreign minister, along with 
his German counterpart Genscher. certainly deserves 
most of the credit for the moves that have been made in 
past weeks and months in the West concerning the 
attitude toward the crisis in the former Yugoslavia, and 
ultumatcly toward recognition of Croatia and Slovenia. 
We talked with him about all this on Thursday in the 
“Concordia” press club in Vienna after the press confer- 
ence m which Alors Mock announced that “the West will 
no longer hesitate in recognizing Croatia and Slovenia.” 


[Fiyyacko] Mr. Minister. now that the recognition of 
Croatia and Slovenia. then, and perhaps even certain 
other republics of the former Yugoslavia, is no longer on 
the agenda, can you tell us how you interpret the fact that 
it took so long in the West to accept the new realities and 
new states in the south of Europe” 


[Mock] There are many reasons for that. I will give a few. 
One was certainly the lack of information or insufficient 
information. It 1s true that Yugoslavia was more open 
than the other communist states. but actually there was 
great ignorance. Its nationalities, the Croats, Slovenes, 
Macedonians, and Albanians, with all their differences. 
from language to culture, seemed very complicated and 
difficult to understand for many people, and many 
underestimated how complicated u is. The second 
reason 1s that the democracies, especially on political 
issues. including their own, are not so efficient. do not 
act so efficiently as, say, dictatorships or authoritarian 
regimes. After all, in democracies public opinion also has 
to be taken into account and a policy has to be conducted 
that is in keeping with public opimion. That was the 
reason for the hesitation. The third reason 1s, of course, 
cgorsm and materialism, which does not allow the taking 
of certain risks. But probably all those reasons have been 
overcome now, or will be by the end of the year. 
Following the conversation which | had with my col- 
league Genscher and the other foreign ministers, 1 can 
say that the recognition of Croatia and Slovema will 
occur between the conference in Maastricht and 
Christmas 


[Fiyyacko}] Will that be group recognition” 
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[Mock] There will be several countnes among those that 
will be the first to recognize those two states. In my 
opinion, there are four main reasons for that to be a 
group of countries, as many as possible. First, because 
this 1s a question of respecting the democratic decisions 
of two countnes, of the Croat and Slovene peoples. 
Second, it 1s a question of respecting what we have 
signed in the Pans Charter as participants in the Con- 
ference on European Security and Cooperation. Third, it 
iS a question of our country’s security. Austria 1s very 
imteresied in stabilizing the situation in Slovenia and 
Croatia. And fourth, that would be a way of making it 
easier to solve the political conflict in the UN Security 
Council, and recognition would eliminate the argument 
that this is a case of intervention 1n the internal affairs of 
a state. We are talking here about recognition of those 
two republics, but we will apply the same standards to 
other republics which express such a desire under the 
same conditions. As was done two weeks ago by Mace- 
donian President Gligorov during a visit to Vienna. This 
will, of course, be recognition of states in their present 
borders, and, of course, we are interested in the nights of 
minorities being respected in those states in keeping with 
European standards. 


[Fiyacko] But in some quarters they are still insisting first 
on an “overall solution,” and only then recognition. 


{Mock} When it 1s said that recognition makes it easier to 
resolve the conflict, one should be realistic. You know, in 
the debates in various international institutions there 
have been those who thought, and one still hears it in 
certain quarters, that recognition should follow only 
when there 1s a global and final decision throughout the 
region and when the conflicts are terminated. But that 
will not happen in the foreseeable future. The conflicts 
resulting from the breakup of Yugoslavia will last for a 
long time yet, indeed even if we manage to stabilize the 
situation in Slovenia and Croatia. That is, a number of 
problems still remain. For example, the relation of the 
other republics to Bosnia and Hercegovina, to Mace- 
donia, the problem of Kosovo, to mention just those few 
examples. To that extent, I think that the notorious 
“overall solution” of the crisis 1s a mere illusion and that 
things should be resolved gradually, step by step. We will 
be advocating and supporting in the Security Council the 
sending of “peacekeeping forces.” but the recent news 
does not encourage anyone's optimism. 


[Fyacko] It 1s obvious that all the sanctions announced 
so far have not really been effective. 


[Mock] All of this demonstrates how necessary it is to use 
all means available to policy or to the economy in order 
to ensure a cease-fire. Otherwise, the armed conflicts will 
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spread. Everything that 1s spared in a restrained apphi- 
cation of political and economic measures will be paid 
ey in terms of new casualties in the military 
conflict. 


[Fijacko] It has just been announced that the Austrian 
diplomatic mussions and consulates in the world will 
offer “humanitarian aid to Slovene citizens in the 
world.” What is involved here. and will this also apply to 
Croatian nationals” 


[Mock] Yes, our consulates in the world will be at the 
service of Slovenian citizens. and that will also apply to 
Croatian citizens. We have already reached agreement 
on this with Croatia. and this 1s to take effect next week. 
We. of course, consulted the host countnes and asked 
them if they would have anything against Austnan 
consulates offering services to citizens of Slovenia and 
Croatia. We received 23 responses in favor and six 
inst. This 1s 4 question of humanitarian aid in cases 
accident or other problems. when, say, Slovenian and 
Croatian citizens cannot count on help from the official 
Yugoslav diplomatic missions and consulates that still 
exist. Our consular missions also have imstructions to 
offer help if it 1s requested by citizens of the other 
republics as well. That action 1s in keeping with the 
lengthy tradition of Ausiria’s humanitanan commit- 
ment, which began back in 1956 following the Soviet 
smothering of the popular uprising in Hungary. 


[Fijacko] Can you tell us which six countries responded 
unfavorably to your question” 


[Mock] Well, you know. that 1s no state secret at all. For 
example, Canada asked us not to do that... At the same 
time, those responding in favor included the United 
States, France, and the USSR. We felt that we must do 
that not only because of our traditional commitment to 
humanitarian aid, but also because we considered this 
necessary in this situation. According to the reports we 
have available, Budimir Loncar, Y v foreign min- 
ister, is no longer performing the duties of his office, 
although he has not formally submitted his resignation, 
nor has he been removed.... 


Fijacko] Mr. Minister, on the reconstruction of Croatia: 
t are your ideas about the participation of the West 
in rebuilding devastated Croatia” 


ag Good neighbors will, of course. react first. We 
ve been fortunate enough to be in a situation of 
helping a neighbor in trouble with what we ourselves 
possess. | am referring here to every kind of assistance, 
from economic to scientific, which will be necessary in 
Croatia’s recovery and reconstruction. We will also 
strongly advocate various kinds of joint ventures and aid 
with other countries and through EFTA and the EC. For 
example, this very next week | will initiate a debate in 
EFTA on Croatia's desire to join that nization. The 
reaction to this among the ministers in EFTA has already 
been very favorable. 
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Concern Over Risk of Soviet Nuclear Secrets Sale 


LD2912110491 London THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 
in English 29 Dec 91 p 2 


[By political editor Juha Langdon] 


[Text] British intelligence experts have been called in to 
assess the nsks of former Soviet nuclear screntists selling 
their secrets abroad. 


The Government is worned about the dangers of indi- 
vidual scientists selling nuclear technology to countnes 
such as Iraq, Libya and Pakistan. There is also anxiety 
secrets to the highest bidders on the world market in 
exchange for funds to keep the newly-independent states 
going. 


Initial intelligence reports have not yet found evidence 
that such a trade has begun, but Government foreign 
affairs and defence experts remain alarmed about this 
aspect of international instability created by the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. 


“There is a rational argument that the world is now in 
greater danger because of what has happened to the 
Soviet Union and because the prospects for nuclear 
proliferation seem to be even greater than they were a 
few months ago.” one minister said yesterday. 


In the Ministry of Defence. sicps are being taken to 
encourage continuing discussions between the West and 
individual republics. Ministers believe that the immense 
scale of the economic problems faced by the new states 
will take up much of the attention of their leaders. 


There are already signs that some individual politicians 
in some republics are themselves worried about the 
dangers inherent in the possession of nuclear technology 
and are anxious to reassure the West by demonstrating a 
responsible attitude. 


FBIS-WEL-91-250 
§® December 1991 


Both sides are also concerned about the huge number of 
highly-trained screntists, who previously formed an elite. 
but who now have no constructive use to which they can 
put their valuable knowledge. 


One way forward, encouraged by Britain. is to do every- 
thing possible to assist the new Commonwealth and 
President Yeltsin of Russia to establish institutional 
controls on defence installations. This 1s one reason why 
the Britain believes it is important for the West to 
provide food aid now to help Russia. in particular. 
through its economic difficulties. 


The total amount of aid committed by the G7 industri- 
alised nations and the European Community is 10.5 
billion pounds. The assistance is being made available in 
a number of forms—dctt deferral. food. animal feed. 
credits and technical knowhow. 


George Foulkes, Labour foreign affairs spokesman, said 
yesterday that the provision of food im “dribs and drabs™ 
would never solve the problem and could make it worse. 
“The whole towards democracy could be threat- 
ened by this one issue of food shortage.” he said. 


He called for an emergency plan on the scale of the 
Berlin Airlift to be worked out by Britain and Europe. 


But John Gummer, the Agriculture Minister, stressed the 
importance of providing the nght kind of aid in the nght 
places, helping improve distribution and storage tech- 
niques and not swamping the system. 


One irony about the way in which food aid may be 
moved is the agreement by NATO foreign ministers to 
allow defence transport to be used if necessary. “We will 
use all the forward planning which we bad in case of an 
invasior of the East by the West, not for the purposes it 
was intended—to supply our own troops—bul to dis- 
tribute humanitarian assistance.” Mr Gummer said. 
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Russia, Commonwealth Republics Recognized 
LD2612180891 Montreal Radio Canada 
International in English 1700 GMT 26 Dec 91 


[Text] Canada is granting immediate recognition to 
Russia and the other former Soviet republics. The 
announcement came soon after the resignation of 
Mikhail Gorbachev as president of the Sovict Union. 











Genscher Making ‘Intensive’ Contacts on Hostages 
LD2812154791 Hamburg DPA in German 1525 GMT 
28 Dec 91 


telephone conversation with Iranian For- 
exgn Minister “Ali Akbar Velayati this evening. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman refused to comment on 
reports from Beirut, according to which the hostages 
could be released within the next three days. However, 
he referred to the positive remarks made the past few 
days by the UN secretary general and Iranian Govern- 
ment circles. 


Beirut Radio: Release in ‘3 Days’ 


LD2912140591 Hamburg DPA in German 1327 GMT 
29 Dec 91 


[Excerpt] Beirut (DPA}—The two Germans kidnapped 
in Lebanon, Heinrich Struebig and Thomas Kemptner. 
are to be released within the next three days, according to 
information from the Beirut radio staion “Voice of the 
Nation.” Quoting Iranian sources. the radio reported on 
28 December that their captivity “will end before the 
period of office of UN Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar expires at the end of the month.” The official 
Libyan news agency JANA also reported today without 
giving any more details that the release would take place 
within the next few days. [passage omitted] 


Genscher Urges Western Recognition of New States 


LD2712162591 Berlin ADN in German 1404 GMT 
27 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN}—Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher called on Western countries to give immediate 
recognition to the new states that have emerged from the 
former Soviet Union. In an article for the Saturday 
edition of NORDSEE ZEITUNG, Genscher urges that 
these countries become CSCE members at the meeting of 
the CSCE foreign ministers council in Prague at the end 
of January. They must also be admitted to the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council. A special session of the 
Council, with the participation of the new states created 
from the former Soviet Union, should be convened as 


soon as possible. 


Genscher describes the task of a united Germany, and its 
increased responsibility, as urging the West to “pursuc 
an active policy of cooperation and integration of the 
states in the new all-European architecture.” The suc- 
cessful policy of cooperation vis a vis the former Soviet 
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Umon must be transferred to its sovereign new states. 
This must net “be a time of vacillators and stubborn 
egotsts.” said the foreign minister. The response to the 
East's turning to Europe musi be its admussion to the 
all-European architecture. This calls for vision. respor- 
sibility, and courage. German foreign policy ts ready for 
this. 


Genscher on Importance of Cooperation With CIS 
40 3012100691 Hambure WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 29 Dec 91 p § 


{Article by FRG Foresgn Minister Hans-Diectrich Gen- 
scher: “We Must Not Permit 2a Vacuum To Develop un 
the Territory of the Former Soviet Union™] 


[Text] What currently is taking place im the former 
ee ee ee 


implementation 
human nights, of minority nights, but also of the nght to 
self-determination and the giving up of centralist power 
structures. 


It 18 now necessary that the FRG Government and its 
partners not to permit a vacuum i develop. If the new 
Commonwealth of Independent States [CIS] repiaces the 
Soviet Union, we must transfer the policy that we have 
pursued toward the Sovret Union to its legal successors. 
These are the independent states that formed the Com- 
monwealth in Alma-Ata. We must make sure they are 
accepted into international cooperation. both by esiab- 
lishing bilateral relations and also by accepting these 
States into international organizations. A vacuum must 
not develop because this might create dangerous add)- 
tional risks. There is no doubt that current developments 
in the former Soviet Union harbor many risks. 


It +s all the more important that, with great responsi- 
bility. the presidents of the republics took this siep 
together and not against cach other. The international 
community, particularly the Western staies, can make an 
important contribution to preventing a slide into obso- 
lete nationalism by opening the structures that exist in 
Europe and in the North Atlantic area to these states, 


which are now independent. 


We also must integrate these new states into the North 
Allantic Cooperation Council and talk about transfer- 
ring the agreements on conventional disarmament from 
the Soviet Union to its successor states. In Germany's 
view, the control of nuclear weapons on the territory of 
the former USSR must be safeguarded unambiguously. 





ext] Bonn (DPA}—Federal Foreign Minister Hans- 
setmch Geascher supports integrating the new staics of 
the former Soviet Union im the continuation of the 
disarmament process. At the start of the new year. the 
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i¢ Union) spoke of a “serious situation” in the new 
republics. 
International recognition of the now sovereign republics 


by responsibility and reason: “However, of course, the 
warnings of Shevardnadze and others, and the dangers of 

and massive international conflicts that they see 
must be taken seriously. Helping the democratic 
reformers on the one hand, with a heightened awareness 


acgis of the United Nations. This issue will certainly be 
a major topic if the new republics participate im the 
NATO Cooperation Council with the Eastern European 
states.” the Christian Democratic Union politician 
stressed. 


now calling for its extension to the former Soviet Union. 
lam convinced that such an expansion will not be up for 
discussion in the foreseeable future.” NATO is not only 
a forum for political debates and coordination, but an 
alliance with firm obligations of military assistance. In 
view of the variety of serous national and social tensions 
in the former Soviet Union and also in southeastern 
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take over such alhance obligations for the reguons on thrs 


been announced by Yeltsin, the World Bank and the 


also military measures to ensure security “continue to be 
necessary, so that in the future, too, we may live in safe 
peace, and in freedom.” 


Genscher Asks UN For SFRY Dam Peace Zone 


L.D3012124191 Berlin ADN in German 1140 GMT 
30 Dee 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher requested that UN Secunty Council Chairman 
Yulry Vorontsov on Monday declare the Perucko Dam 
near Split a peace zone. A communique issued by the 
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Foresgn Office in Bonn stresses that thes should happen 
irrespective of the progress of the peace conference and 
of the overall decssson to send UN peace tisops. The 
armed forces mm thes zone of whatever side should be 
replaced ummediately by UN peace troops to averi the 
nmsk of an environmental catastrophe. Genscher 
demanded. The security of the dam and the operation of 
ms machenery should be supervised by cuperts to be 
appointed by the Unned Nations. Over the weckend. 
there were indications that the dam was im the hands of 
the Yugoslav Federal Army. whoch was planning to blow 
it up. the commumgue from the Foreign Office gocs on 
to say. In addition, the flow of water rs being Obst ucted. 
threatening a dam burst whoch would pose a great threat 
to the people and the environment im the region 


Red Army Forces Fulfill 1991 Withdrawal Plan 


2712170891 Hambure DPA in German 1502 GMT 
2? Der 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—According to Colonel General 
Matvey Durlakov, the commander in chief of the former 
USSR 's Western Group of Forces, this group. which is 
stationed on German territory. has “fulfilled by 100 
percent” the 1991 withdrawal schedule. In an article in 
tomorrow's edition of the daily newspaper DIE WELT. 
Burlakov wtes that a total of 165.000 persons (this 
figure pro’ ably also includes civilians) were withdrawn 
and 58 ’ases vacated. In the coming year the troops 
would ‘sc leaving barracks and military immstallations im 


Regarding the troop withdrawal, Burlakov notes that 


construction on the territory of the former Union for the 
7.8 bilhon German marks [DM] that had been made 
available. Experts would assess the value of the property 
of the Western Group im the former GDR at DM10.5 
bilhon Burlakov suggested that the Federal Ministry of 
Finance come up with a figure for the value of the 
property. “All the money realized” should be used first 
of all for the construction of housing for the soldiers’ 
families 


An edited version of the article was handed to DPA 


Honecker Nonreturn Viewed as ‘Unfriendly Act’ 
LD2I912091591 Hamburg DPA in German 0600 GMT 
29 Dec 91 


Excerpt] Bonn (DPA}—Federal Justice Minister Klaus 

nkel demanded a speedy return by the Russian Gov- 
ernment of Ench Honecker, former GDR state and party 
leader, to the Federal Republic. It will be regarded as an 
“unfnendly act” if Russia allows Honecker to leave for 
Chile or North Korea. Kinkel said today mm an interview 
for Deutschlandfunk. However, he regards any such 
departure as out of the question im light of assurances 
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was virtually under house arrest in hrs previous home in 
the Sovict Union.” This 5 not meant as an reproach, but 
as a Clanfication [passage omitied] 


Kehi on Prospects for European  nification 
AU 3012101091 Hambure WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 29 Dec 91 p § 


Arucle by FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl: ~ Buric.ng a 
of Freedom for Europe™] 


Next year, too, the social and economic conditions there 
will continue to improve. 
At the same time, we will cover the next 


Association [EFTA] will belong. Then all borders that 
and capztal will be abolished. For the citizens of Europe 
this means more freedom, for our economy it means a 
new, long-term dynamism 


With the agreement on the treaty on political umon as 
well as on economic and monetary union. the European 
Council set the switches for Europe's future ait the 
Maastricht summit in December. 


participate im the monetary 
umon must fulfill precise, strict criteria for qualification. 


| 


The path toward European union h-; become mrevers- 

ible as a result of the Maastricht decisions. Thus, we 

have pul iic practice a central goal of Germany's 

European poucy. 

Genaan unity ard European unification are two sides of 

the same coin. We have achieved the unity of our 
need 


President Says Increase in Power Not Wanted 


AU 3012114291 Hamburg BILD AM SONNT*G 
in German 29 Dec 91 p 2 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted) (BILD AM SONNTAG] Let 

foreign politics. How is the power of the 
unified Germany changing” 
place on Germany are contradictory. If we in the EC talk 


in 
out of kindness—some of our Western partners say 
Well, if you Germans take this view, do it. If we do it, the 
same partners accuse us of having a special national role 
im mind and of intending to secure a national sphere of 
influence in eastern Europe. 


I thank that such contradictions are understandabic. but. 
at the same time, unjust. We neither have nor want an 


European network, in the Atlantic community, within 
the framework of the seven leading industrial nations, 
and above all within the framework of the United 


to radically reform the socialist system and whe had the 
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courage to translate this insight into a really revolu- 
tionary reform program. In this way he contributed to 


. He 
knew that things could not remain as they were; but now 
his successor must recognize how things should be and 
bring about an improvement. 


President Outlines National Goals for 1992 


AU3012110591 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG 
in German 29 Dec 91 p § 


[Article by FRG President Richard von Weizsaecker-: 
“We Are Facing a Lot of Work for Unity”) 


[Text] The year 1991 was a year of outstanding impor- 
tance for the process of German and European unifica- 
tion. 

In Germany we combined our efforts to create the legal, 
social, and economic framework conditions of our uni- 
fication. But there is still a very large amount of work in 
front of us. The situation on the labor market in the 
eastern laender is still tense. In the west we will have to 
accept that in 1992 some local and regional plans will be 
subordinated more clearly than so far to the bigger task 
of unification. 


Coming to terms with the past of the SED [Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany] state will entail sharp contro- 
versies. We must not and cannot avoid them. Here, too, 
the west must participate, because it also had its own 
history of relations with the SED. We will become one 
only if we make joint efforts to come to terms with the 
time that is behind us. | do not have any doubts that we 
will master the challenges we are facing as a result of 
unification—but we will do so noi by superficial faith- 
healing but by recognizing the problems soberly and 
through joint hard v.. >k. 


At the beginning of December in Maastricht the EC 
heads of state and government, together with the presi- 
dent of the EC Commission, came to specific, bold, and 
guiding agreements for the future economic and mone- 
tary union and for a poiitical union. Germany made an 
essential contribution to that. 


In the future our responsibility will certainly be no less. 
The young democracies in Central and Eastern Europe, 
the independent republics from Brest to the Far East are 
counting on us. We cannot fulfill their expectations on 
our own. In the European community of states, however, 
and together with the United States and Japan, we can 
come closer to fulfilling the unavoidable demands. 


Following the good experience of the past decades in the 
old FRG, we want to prove that we are reliable partners 
of the EC and the alliance in all this. As far as we can 
provide stimuli for common tasks, we must not and do 
not want to give our neighbors any reason to worry about 
a new special role of Germany. 
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The challenges of ' 992 will be, above all, also of a global 
nature: Migration in Europe and in the entire Southern 
Hemisphere, hunger and misery in the Third World, and 
protection of our nature as a precondition for survival 
are among them. I want the German contribution to the 
international conference on development and environ- 
ment in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992 and also to the G7 
world economic summit in Munich in July not only to 
lead to new ideas and prospects but also to specific 
actions. 


With these goals we may begin the year 1992 with 
confidence. 


Defense Minister Views Future Bundeswehr Tasks 


LD3012095891 Berlin ADN in German 0910 GMT 
30 Dec 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—According to Defense Minister 
Gerhard Stoltenberg, the Bundeswehr is facing the gre. 
task of reforming the German armed forces. In an order 
of the day on Monday to mark the New Year, Stolten- 
berg refers to the historic changes in Europe and the 
changed security situation, noting that the necessary 
structural reorganization also demands “a fundamental 
reorientation of our armed forces from a standing army 
to a training and mobilization army.” This will mark the 
future tasks of the armed forces in all spheres. 


The scope of the future tasks are mapped out by the 
fundamental decisions on the new structure and deploy- 
ment of the armed forces, as well as by the reorganiza- 
tion of the territorial defense admininstration and the 
arms sector, the minister stressed. The staff structure law 
and the civil servants’ adaptation law will make posible 
a “socially acceptable reduction in manpower.” “What is 
important now is to implement the sirategic plans ener- 
gctically and with concern for the soldiers and civilians 
affected by them.” 


Stoltenberg gave an assurance that the Bundeswehr, 
“together with our allies and partners” will “continue 
also in the coming year to make their contribution to the 
consolidation and shaping of security and peace and to 
understanding between peoples.” The latest decisions by 
NATO and the EC reaffirm the “shared desire to adapt 
the Atlantic alliance as the proven basis of our security to 
the challenges of the future, to strengthen it. and to 
develop the European Community purposefully toward 
political union.” 


Increase in Resettler Policy Criticism Reported 


AU3012125991 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Dec 91 p 4 


[“R.O.” report: “Criticism of Bonn’s Resetiler Policy Is 
Increasing”’} 
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[Excerpts] Frankfurt, 29 December—The government 
representative for resetilers, State Secretary Waffen- 
schmidt from the Interior Ministry, reminded Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin of his promise to implement a 
decree on the restoration of the Volga republic in the 
traditional settlement of the ethnic Germans by the end 
of the year. In this way, they would be given their own 
state. The establishment of the Volga republic “will have 
a decisive symbolic impact for all Germans in Russia 
and the other republics of the former USSR.” Waffen- 
schmidt confirmed once again that “the door for the 
Germans from the former Soviet Union will remain 
open™ within the framework of the existing resettler law. 
It is in the interest of all those concerned that the current 
acceptance procedure, according to which the applica- 
toon must be submitted at the place of residence. is 
observed. 


However, Bonn’s resettler policy has come under 
increasing criticism. Whereas there are considerations at 
the Bundestag—both among the opposition and the 
government coalition—in connection with the discus- 
sion of the asylum law to amend the Law Regulating 
Compensation for War-Induced Losses and to dampen 
the desire of resettlers to “return to the country of their 
ancestors” by reducing or even abolishing state benefits 
for the integration of resetilers, various organizations 
and church authorities working for the integration of 
ethnic Germans from other countries have spoken 
against administrative barriers. The Stuttgart-based 
Association of German Refugees from Russia has been 
pointing this out for quite some time. In addition, the 
Catholic refugee and resetiler relief working group. 
which includes the German Caritas welfare organization, 
the Social Service of Catholic Women and Men, and the 
German Catholic Youth Federation, criticized the fact 
that “numerous Germans from the former Soviet Union 
are worried that their families and relatives might not be 
able to join them.” [passage omitted] 


Bonn’s asylum policy has also been criticized in Bavaria. 
An internal report by the Munich Ministry for Labor and 
Social Regulations, which was handed over to the Min- 
ister President's Office recently, claims that the nearly 
$0-percent decline in the arrival of resetilers frora 1989 
(377,055 resettlers) and 1990 (397,075 resettlers) to 
203,246 resettlers between January and November 199! 
is deceptive and does not reflect the real situation. As a 
matter of fact, between January and October 1991, 
477,008 written applications were submitted to the Fed- 
eral Administration Office in Cologne according to the 
new procedure introduced on | July 1990 on the basis of 
the law on the acceptance of resettlers, and 28.656 
written applications were handed in according to the old 
procedure on the basis of the law on expellees. The 
average number of monthly applications submitted in 
the first 10 months of 1991 was 50,566. The average 
acceptance quota, however, was only 16.856. 


From the viewpoint of the resettlers and from a human- 
itarian viewpoint, it is alarming that 465,944 (73.4 
percent) of a total of 634,508 applications have not yet 
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been handied. This means that “the return of German 
resettlers is being delayed” whereas “the door 1s still 
wide open for asylum seekers in Germany,” the report 
stresses. The « screase in the number of Russian reset- 
tlers accepted in November 1991 (9.943 resettlers; 
12,906 in October) stands in contradiction to the “reality 
that can casily be proven on the basis of applications 
submitted,” the report claims. [passage omitted) 


Kohl Urges Germans Abroad To Invest in Laender 


1.D3012092191 Hamburg DPA in German 0802 GMT 
30 Dec 91 


{Text} Bonn (DPA}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl called 
upon Germans living abroad to tell their frends and 
partners of the opportunities “offered to all” by the 
development of the new federal lacnder. If Germans 
abroad visit home in the new year, then “I cordially 
invite you to visit especially the new laender. See for 
yourself,” the chancellor said in an address to Deutsche 
Welle listeners. The year which is now ending shows 
more clearly than ever before that “we are all seeing an 
epoch-making change.” Kohl said. Unity of the father- 
land and European politica! wnion are two sides of the 
same coin for Germans. “Not only will the future Euro- 
pean union bind the EC members even more closely 
together but also it will guarantee stability in an environ- 
ment marked by unrest and crises. The Europe of the 12 
has become a kind of beacon of hope for many people on 
the continent, above all for our eastern neighbors.” 


Business Leader Paints Bleak Economic Outlook 


LD2812100291 Berlin ADN in German 0906 GMT 28 
Dec 91 


{Text} Cologne (ADN)}—In the view of Heinrich Weiss, 
president of the Federal Association of German Industry 
(BDI), Germany has lost its attraction internationally as 
a place for investment. The FRG now has the highest 
employment cosis, shortest working hours, and the 
longest vacations, he said in an ADN interview. Coun- 
tries such as Japan, the United States, France, and 
Britain. have 75 to 85 percent of Germany's uni wage 
costs. 5. unions and management in western and eastern 
Germany do not revert back to productivity develop- 
ment in 1992, then Germany will face recession in 1993. 
The BDI president believes that a large number of 
investments will be compicted in eastern Germany and 
start to produce effect in 1992. 


New Red Army Fraction Terror Attempts Feared 


LD3012114691 Hambure DPA in German 1121 GMT 
30 Dec 91 


[Text] Munich (DPA)}—The Federal Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department [CID] fears new attacks by the terrorist 
Red Army Fraction [RAF]. According to the latest 
information available to the police, the RAF 1s appar- 
ently planning new attacks on VIPs, Federal CID Presi- 
dent Hans-Ludwig Zachert is quoted as saying by the 
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illustrated magazine QUICK on Monday. “We are 
expecting RAF attacks at any time. Also the anniversary 
year of the discovery of America, which is just beginning, 
could be the occasion for terrorist attacks,” Zachert said. 
Further proof of the planned attacks on VIPs are the two 
buried caches of ammunition which were found in North 








Rhine-Westphalia. These were “most probably” been 
hidden by RAF members, the federal CID president 
said. 


The interview was made available in an edited version. 
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Yeltsin Confirms New Russian Envoy to France 


LD2812190291 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1800 GMT 28 Dec 91 


[Text] It has been announced today that Russia is to 
have an ambassador in France. Academician Yuriy 
Ryzhov, who was chosen by Gorbachev, has been con- 
firmed by Boris Yeltsin. He is expected in Paris in the 
next few days. 


Consulate General in Kiev Upgraded to Embassy 


LD2712142391 Paris Antenne-2 Television Network 
in French 1200 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Text] As of today, the French Consulate General in 
Kiev in the Ukraine is a full status embassy. The Ukraine 
is the first of the states of the former Soviet Union to 
benefit from such a diplomatic adjustment by France. 
The other states are due to be recognized likewise. 


Foreign Minister Postpones Visit to Tehran 
AU2712132391 Paris AFP in English 1302 GMT 
27 Dec 91 


[Text] Paris, Dec 27 (AFP)}—Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas has delayed an expected weekend trip to Tehran, 
presumably over claims of Iranian involvement in the 
assassination of former premier Shahpour Bakhtiar, 
informed sources said Friday. 

Foreign Ministry Spokesman Daniel Bernard said, how- 
ever, that Dumas would still make the trip but “at a date 
to be decided jointly with the Iranian authorities.” 


Paris never officially announced the Dumas visit, 
although he himself said that he would go once the two 
governments were ready to sign an agreemeni ending a 
drawn-out fiscal conflict over contracts signed during the 
reign of the Shah. 


The visit, to begin Sunday, was reported this week by the 
Tehran Times. 


Dumas was also expected to discuss a possible visit to 
Iran by French President Francois Mitterrand. 


“It has long been understood that the minister would 
travel to Tehran once the (fiscal) disagreement is 
solved,” Bernard said. “The disagreement is now at a 
stage when a final signature can be put” to an agreement 
ending it. 

But informed sources said Dumas’ presence was not a 
necessity to sign the agreement, and that this could be 
done by any high-ranking official. 


Sources close to the Foreign Ministry said the official 
was likely to be Francois Scherr, a French diplomat who 
was the chief negotiator of the agreement with Iran. 
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The report came as France asked Swiss authorities to 
extradite an Iranian national arrested Monday in Berne 
on charges of involvement in the August 6 murder in 
Suresne, near Paris, of Bakhtiar, the Shah's last prime 
minister. 


The Swiss Foreign Ministry said Thursday that it asked 
Tehran to provide extra protection for its diplomats in 
Iran following a press campaign there suggesting 
reprisals if the man, Zeyal Sarhadi. is extradited. Swiss 
police, acting on a French request and with French 
officers participating, arrested Sarhadi, 25, as he walked 
out of the Iranian Embassy in the Swiss capital. 


Iran has strongly denied any involvement in the Bakhtiar 
killing and Tehran's ambassador in Paris, Ali Ahani, said 
in a Christmas message that the normalization of bilat- 
eral ties was being delayed by “ill-intentioned elements 
hostile to rapprochement” between France and Iran. 


The Paris-based People’s Mojahedin, a left-wing group 
opposed to the Islamic government in Tehran, has 
repeatedly claimed that Bakhtiar, who was a political 
refugee in France since 1979, was murdered by Iranian 
intelligence personnel. 


Iranian officials have also sirongly denied any involve- 
ment by Sarhadi, believed to be an embassy employee, 
saying he had come to Switzerland for the first time only 
one month after the killing. 


French investigators, informed sources said, believe at 
least one person involved in the Bakhtiar murder con- 
tacted Sarhadi in Switzerland after the killing. 


Sarhadi is the fifth person implicated in the assassina- 
tion, along with alleged hit-men Mohamad Azadi and Ali 
Rad Vakili; Ferydun Boyerahmadi, a former Bakhtiar 
employee believed to have let the killers into the former 
premicr’s home; and Massud Hendi, an Iranian busi- 
nessman [names as received]. 


Vakili was arrested in Switzerland in late August and is 
now in a Paris jail, facing charges of homicide and 
involvement with a terrorist group. 


Azadi and Boyerahmadi are believed to have fled to 
Turkey via Switzerland, but it is not known whether 
French investigators still know their whereabouts. 


Hendi, who was arrested in Paris in September, is 
accused by the People’s Mojahedin of being an intelli- 
gence operative, and has claimed to be a grandnephew of 
Iran's late Islamic leader, the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khom- 
eyni—a claim Iran has denied. 


Sources close to the investigation have said Hendi, under 
interrogation, implicated Iranian intelligence in the 
Bakhtiar murder, as well as “the government and, by 
name, a cabinet minister,” who has not been identified. 


Iranian officials have discredited Hendi and his testi- 
mony. 
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Government Recognizes Ukraine's Independence 
AU2812201791 Paris AFP in English 1936 GMT 
28 Dec 91 


[Text] Rome, Dec 28 (AFP)—Italy on Saturday recog- 
nized the independence of the Ukraine and is planning 
to recognize all the other republics of the new Common- 
wealth of Independent States. 


The former Soviet republics would be recognized “as 
independent, sovereign states and full-fledged members 
of the international community as soon as they guar- 
antee that they are prepared to meet the criteria set in a 
December 16 statement by the European Community,” 
the government said in a statement. 


Italy recognized the Russian Federation, the former 
Soviet Union's biggest republic, on December 25. 


Boris Yeltsin Meets With Businessmen in Rome 


PM2712114691 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
21 Dec 91 p 6 


[Vincenzo Nigro report: “Industry Is With Yeltsin”) 


[Text] There was no alternative. Italian industry could 
only hope, trusting that the new boss of the Kremlin (and 
of the KGB and the Russian Foreign Ministry and 
industry...) is not harboring any unpleasant surprises for 
Italian concerns—both private enterprises and state 
agencies—that had so much success with the boyars of 
the old Soviet economy. 


During his second day in Rome, the Russian president 
had the most important meetings on his economic 
agenda. He met with the t of the IRI [Indus- 
trial Reconstruction Institute], ENI [National Hydrocar- 
bons Agency], and Fiat [auto manufacturer]. He then 
met with Confindustria’s [General Confederation of 
Italian Industry] President Sergio Pininfarina and Carlo 
Patrucco, vice president; and with small Italian busi- 
nessmen, such people who have always boldly and enthu- 
siastically beat the path to Moscow. 


Let us admit right away that, far from any conveniently 
cordial assessments, Italian industrialists’ verdict on the 
man is still very doubtful. Even Pininfarina did not hide 
his thoughts when he said that it is safer to invest in 
Russia with an eye to “the medium and long term.” In 
other words, disregarding the short term. 


So what is the explanation for the very formal meetings, 
the “cordiality” of the official communiques, and the 
mind-blowing multi-trillion-lire plans drawn up by cap- 
italist Italy and would-be capitalist Russia? “It is fairly 
simple,” according to an official who attended the talks: 
“We have commitments with the former USSR worth 10 
trillion lire, a large proportion of which is guaranteed by 
SACE [Export Credit Insurance Agency]. This means 
that if it all goes wrong, many firms would survive, but it 
would be « ¢:saster for the Italian economy. What, then? 
The on! le solution was to transfer to Russia the 
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agreements reached with the USSR, to rely on Yeltsin's 
ability to stabilize the system politically and, above all, 
to transform the economy.” 


This could be the key to an interpretation of the agree- 
ment reached by Fiat at the meeting at the Quirinal 
Palace between Giovanni Agnelli, Cesere Romiti [Fiat 
president and managing director, respectively], and 
Renato Ruggiero [former foreign trade minister] and 
Yeltsin. Fiat had an agreement with Gorbachev's USSR: 
It would provide 30 percent of the capital for “Vaz,” the 
automobile complex at Togliattigrad, the largest in the 
whole Union. In a month's time, Russia and Fiat will 
sign the final agreement. At Togliattigrad, Russia man- 
ufactures 60 percent of all the cars made in the USSR— 
some 750,000 units a year. Two merchant banks— 
Morgan Grenfell on the Italians’ behalf and Bear Stearns 
on the Russians’—are continuing their assessment of the 
plant to decide on the cost of Italy's share. The agree- 
ment will oniy work if political and economic reforms 
proceed resolutely so as to dispel the final doubts at 
Corso Marconi [Fiat headquarters]. 


The same “mutual interest” emerged from ENI Presi- 
dent Gabriele Cagliari’s meeting with the Russian leader. 
Russia needs to modernize its whole network of main gas 
pipelines, and Snam [National Gas Pipeline Company], 
Nuovo Pignone [engineering firm], and Snamprogetti 
are secking orders. But Italy's petroleum reliec on the 
USSR for a large proportion of its supplies: A recovery in 
production would spare Italy energy shortages that could 
not easily be overcome by recourse to other sources. ENI 
is also involved in the oil industry itself. Russia is 
reaffirming its interest in cooperation with the Lukoil 
firm, which comprises three western Siberian oil compa- 
nies. Joint venture agreements could be reached in the 
mining exploration and production field, especially in 
the Barents and Kara Seas. To promote these initiatives, 
ENI and Russia have decided to establish a coordinating 
committee comprising representatives of the Italian 
agency and the Russian republic. 


IRI President Franco Nobili also had a huge agenda to 
discuss at the Quirinal Palace yesterday morning. It ranged 
from Alitalia flights, to Russian ships docked in Italian state 
shipyards (only four): civil engineering, highways; and coop- 
eration between RAI and Gosteleradio. 


The Mechanical Engineering Finance Company which, 
together with Ansaldo [engineering consultancy], is due 
to construct a network of electrical power plants in 
Russia, Belarus, and the Ukraine. The investments 
would be repaid in energy supplies to the ENEL 
[National Electric Power Company]. This project 
reached its final phase under the Gorbachev Presidency; 
Italy regards it as strategic in scale, but it is also crucial 
because it will provide a test bench for the three Slav 
republics’ actual desire for cooperation. 


For the present, Yeltsin is only providing a series of good 
intentions with regard to these substantial and 
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demanding projects. At the brief news conference held at 
Confindustria headquarters, the Russian president listed 
his aims: “to make the ruble convertible by the end of 
1992: to accelerate privatizations, and to 

economic legislation and both wholesale and retail prices 
by 2 January.” 

Yeltsin promised and guaranteed that “the totalitarian 
system is a mine field that has now been cleared, and the 
previous state centralization will be eliminated: The 
Soviet bureaucracy 1s obsolete; the Russian bureaucracy 
is small, and very agile. This will help investors.” Pres- 
ently, Boris Yeltsin is providing only verbal guarantees. 


Line of Credit Extended to Russian Republic 
92ES0327B Rome AVANTI! in Italian 20 Dec 91 p 2 


[Unattributed article: “1.5 Trillion “Unfrozen™”} 


[Text] The CIPES [Interministerial Committee for For- 
eign Economic Policy] gave the go-ahead signal for 
unblocking a line of credit of 1.2 billion dollars (1.5 
trillion lire) for the USSR, intended for the purchase of 
urgently needed materials. After the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union, the Federated Russian Republic will be 
the addressee for the operation. Gianni De Michelis, 
foreign minister, announced this at the end of the CIPES 
meeting, convoked at the Palazzo Chigi. De Michelis 
explained that Russia “has expressed the desire to accept 
the commitments advanced [words illegible] and that the 
‘opening’ of the line of credit will take place according to 
the terms indicated by the G7 and the EEC.” He added 
that CIPES’ decisions will be followed by those of the 
SAVE, the autonomous section for export credit. 


The line of credit the CIPES announced yesterday is part 
of a five-year package of 5 trillion lire overall placed at 
the disposition of the USSR in October 1990, within the 
framework of an intergovernmental agreement signed 
during Gorbachev's visit to Italy. The 1.5 trillion 
“unblocked” were actually “frozen” after the attempted 
coup of 2 August [as published], by the insurance cover 
lacking from the SACE, which was asking for guarantees 
on the debt solvency on the part of the Soviet creditors 
whose identification progressively disappeared with the 
deterioration of the internal situation. Yesterday De 
Michelis explained, “Today's decision in fact finalizes 
an operation completed before the attempted coup. 
Now, the manifest will of the Russian Federative 
Republic to negotiate its own line of credit changes the 
Situation, and eliminates the previous assumptions. 
Yeltsin has let it be known that Russia has extreme need 
of these supplies and that the recipients will be the large 
cities.” Now SACE has the floor. “The section will 
independently decide, and will technically examine the 
individual contracts,” De Michelis concluded, “but 
CIPES has provided the political information that was 
awaited. Now it is known that the line of credit to 
consider is the one for 1.5 trillion lire, without further 
additions. It 1s known that the reporting [body] is Russia; 
it is known what conditions must be fulfilled.” 
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And in fact, after the go-ahead by the CIPES, the SACE 
also lit the “green light” for the credits to the ex-Soviet 
Union. The managing committee of the autonomous 
section for export credit in fact decided in its turn to 
“unfreeze” the insurance coverage relating to the provi- 
sion of urgently needed materials for 1.5 trillion. 


Therefore SACE has taken note of the information from 
the interministerial body and of the disappearance of the 
obstacles to start the provisioning. In this connection, 
indications of the intention of the Russian Federative 
Republic of Boris Yeltsin to assume the debt burden, 
replacing the Vneshekonombank (the foreign trade bank 
for the dissolved USSR), were decisive. As, furthermore, 
was the CIPES decision to limit the operations to the 
original list. Without taking into account the subsequent 
Soviet requests to widen the range of supplics. 


Instead, there remains to be clarified the fate of the other 
lines of credit established by the Italo-Soviet agreements, 
including a previous SACE of [word illegible] and the 
remainder of the one for 1.2 trillions opened by the 
Mediocredito Central. The Vneshekonombank had in 
fact made commitments for these operations not in its 
own name, but as representative of the Soviet govern- 
ment, an entity that soon will no longer exist. However, 
in order for the operations envisaged in the agreements 
to occur, it will be necessary for an organization that can 
be identified to assume responsibility for honoring the 
commitments made. 


The line of credit unblocked yesterday constitutes an 
advance of 1.5 trillion lire on the amounts originally 
fixed for 1993 and 1994. The list of agreements envis- 
ages provision of general foodstuffs and broad consumer 
goods intended to allay the emergency in the Soviet 
Union. Food stuffs (meat, potatoes, rice, powdered milk, 
wheat, butter, soybean oil) amounting to 608.7 million 
dollars, while the ones for broad consumption (shoes, 
tights, and knit-wear) all for around 570 million dollars. 


In any event, credits not covered by the guarantee that 
our banking system enjoys with regard to the Soviet 
Union amount to around 2 trillion. The estimate is by 
Trancredi Bianchi, president of ABI [Italian Bankers 
Association] who said that the association is making an 
investigation within the system to obtain precise figures 
on the exposures of the individual credit institutes. 


Our banking system would therefore be exposed for an 
overall amount of around 7 trillion lire, also including 
the credits covered by SACE guarantee, set at 5.1 trillion. 


The day after the formation of the select committee of 
Italian banks for credits to the USSR, Bianchi said, “We 
are taking part in the international discussion to agree on 
the renegotiation of terms of the debi.” 
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PSI Support for President Cossiga Seen Waning 
92ES0326A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
21 Dec 91 p 12 


{Article by Sandra Bonsanti: “The Strange Christian 
Democratic Temptation—Better Craxi than Cossiga™] 


[Text] Rome—Today Bettino Craxi is going to the 
Quirinale. He will confirm his advice to Cossiga to keep 
quiet. Yesterday Fabio Fabbri, president of the Senate. 
summed up the Italian Socialist Party [PSI] position on 
the Quirinale case in this way: “Cossiga has reminded 
the political leadership and the country, faced with a 
system that is close to collapse, of the need to encourage 
an institutional rebirth. Certainly, we cannot say we 
agree with all the president's comments and some of his 
arguments were out of line. Several times Craxi has 
openly counseled him moderation and prudence. 
Recently we emphasized the necessity that, especially 
during elections, the president not participate in the 
political debate. And, also, it might even be true that 
Cossiga’s campaign could provide a little grist for the 
mill of those who criticize the parties. 


Peremptory Advice 


Now, after having indulgently supported the chief of 
State in his most criticized outbursts, the Socialists have 
urgent advice [to him] to 

remain above the parties. They do it for themselves. 
They, too, would pay the price of a Cossiga unleashed 
against the parties right i midst of the electoral 
campaign. Also, they do it because they were the ones 
and advised by the Christian Demo- 

cratic Party [DC] to do so. Everything began Tuesday 10 


z 


the most intriguing political situations: from the possi- 
bility that Cossiga should charge Craxi with leading an 
electoral government, to the possible consequences of 
Cossiga’s dispute with the parties. Al a certain point in 
the conversation, they discussed the fact that in some 
way one had to control the Great Revealer. Craxi said he 
was prepared to intervene to persuade him. Both agreed 
that if Cossiga did not accept the advice, someone in any 
event would have to take steps. Gava let it be known that 
in this case the DC would not fail to be appreciative. 


According to news circulating in Socialist headquarters, 
Craxi called in a few intimate associates shortly after the 
talk and explained to them that the DC had made an 
offer in such terms that it could not be refused. This is 
how the understanding was explained yesterday at the 
Montecitonio, crowded for the confidence vote on the 
finance bill: If Cossiga keeps on “hacking away,” and if 
Craxi participates in the attempt to persuade the presi- 
dent, and the president agrees to resign, then the 
Socialist secretary could count on DC support in the 
immediate race for the Quirinale. The most adventur- 
some managed to place this sequence of events around 


FBIS-WEL -91-250 
® December 1991 


the second half of January, during the days when the 
request for arraignment might reach the chamber. The 
DC and the PSI would defend Cossiga but without much 
ardor. Immediately afterwards the effort would begin to 


persuade him. 


It would not be a downright ultimatum, which Craxi 
some time ago described as “unconstitutional,” although 
yesterday Giulio Amato admitted that the definition was 
“a lutle exaggerated.” At any rate, the Socialist deputy 
secretary recalled that not long ago the PSI sent a 
delegation to the Quirinale just to demonstrate. “espe- 
cially in a visual way.” how, for the Socialists, the 
president of this legislature is Cossiga and none other. 
Giusi La Ganga was skeptical. “A DC offer. That's only 
talk, at least for now. The rule Timeo Danaos et dona 
ferentes [1 fear Greeks bearing gifts] applies. In fact the 
DC seemed very generous in depicting the scenarios that 
could bring Craxi to the Quirinale. De Mita said: “It is 
true that Craxi is very worried because he realized that 
with the blows from the Quirinale not even he gains 
anything.... It is true that even Craxi now maintains that 
if the president does not calm down, it would be neces- 
sary to intervene in some way.” Forlani says if Craxi 
were tempted by the Quirinale, “It would not be a sinful 
temptation.” And Gava: “My opinion is known. | have 
already told Craxi he could be president of the Republic 
or prime minister.” Some openly state that even the 
Vatican had been consulted. Guido Bodrato claims the 
authorship of the forecast. “Please: [it was a] forecast. 
not a preference. Two years ago, I said that Craxi was the 
strongest candidate and today | have not changed my 
mind. There are three reasons for that. First of all, the 
rotation between a laic and a DC has always worked. 
Furthermore, this solution would also guarantee the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left], whenever it decided to 
enter into the government majority. And finally, no DC 
candidate by himself is able to gather enough support. 
And one final observation. It would be easier for Craxi to 
reach the Quirinale with this parliament than the next 


Petruccioli Is Worried 


The leaks and reports concerning the readiness of the 
PDS to elect Craxi worries Claudio Petruccioli. “Abso- 
lutely no contacts, however confidential, are taking place 
between the PDS and other political forces on the choice 
of the future president of the Republic.” PDS support 
“Will go only to the one who undertakes to carry out the 
functions of chief of state in full respect of the Constitu- 
tion, above parties, and in respect of the law.” Finally. 
Petruccioli considers “it is completely unacceptable that 
the choice of the president of the Republic should be 
mixed in with negotiations concerning the formation of 
government majorities.” The two levels should remain 
separate, “and it will certainly not be the PDS to commit 
acts or accept inducements leading to mixing and inter- 
mingling them.” 
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Prime Minister Proposes Apr Elections 
92E50326B Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
21 Lee D1 p 13 


{Article by Fedenco Geremicca: “A Summit Meeting 
and Then Elections™] 


[Text] Rome—There will be a majority summit meeting, 
to be held around the middle of January, to decide the 
fate of the legislature and the date of the next elections. 
But the procedure is by now settled. After the summit of 
four, Andreotti will go to the parliament, explain why he 
considers the legislature has exhausted its political man- 
date, and will indicate to the chief of state the possible 
election date: the fifth or the twelfth of April. 


These are the conclusions at the end of a political day 
marked by the now usual fireworks of rumors and 
forecasts about the time for dissolving the Chambers. 
The day began with an unusual series of telephone calls 
by President Cossiga to the secretaries of all the parties, 
followed by a not usual “quick repartee” by Andreotti 
with [the TV program] “Tribune Politica”; and ending 
late in the evening with a long meeting of the Chrisitian 
Democratic [DC] chiefs with the prime minister. 


The Triany: lar Maneuver 


Thus, at this point, after weeks and weeks of uncertainty 
and confusion a few positions seem clear. Cossiga’s and 
Andreotti’s position favors elections reasonably soon. 
The DC's position is that it 1s above all interested how to 
ect io having elections, rather than the date. Bettino 
Craxi’s position, faced with the great maneuvers appar- 
ently under way between the Quirinale-Palazzo Chigi 
[Prime Minister]-Piazza del Gesu [DC] triangle, is as 
cautious as possible. 


The day began with the telephone calls from Cossiga. A 
few days earlier he had stated he was waiting to learn 
within the week from Andreotti within the week what 
dates the government had in mind for the ending of the 
legislature. Yesterday President Cossiga posed that 
problem to the secretaries of all the parties (from Fini to 
Garavini). In truth, more than posing the problem, he 
informed them of his intentions. However, not all inter- 
preted them in the same way. Cariglia, who has for some 
time been insisting On a majority summit, reported that 
“Cossiga told me Andreotti would not be the one to 
summon it. He, himself, would summon it.” Altissimo 
stated, “Cossiga is by no means thinking of promoting a 
summit. He only wants to make it known he is not 
disposed to have the bells rung sounding the end of the 
legislature when he convokes the others.” Finally, for 
Garavini, “Cossiga says that if the deadline for the 
finance bill is allowed to lapse, and time passes, let them 
not dream of coming to say that elections will be held 
when they want to.” In that case, he says, a government 
crisis is required. And he will be the one to decide if it is 
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insoluble or not. If it is insoluble, elections will be held; 
otherwise, we will go ahead, and he will dissolve the 
Chambers on 2 July, with elections in September.“ 


However that may be, beyond the interpretations, Cos- 
siga’s intention to place all parties—miayority and oppo- 
sition—before a by no means trifling turning point was 
clear. Either you decide to vote by April, or else elections 
will be held in September. Giulio Andreotti’s answer 
came immediately by return mail, a few hours later on 
the TV airing of “Tribune Politica.” Andreotti 
explained, “From the first of January forward, one can 
almost not even talk about early elections, because at this 
point we are in the final phase of the legislature, and any 
advancement with respect to the end of June can be 
useful in my view.” 


Thus, “some advancement,” to be decided, perhaps, at a 
summit that “is always welcome.” And some advance- 
ment, [would be] above all for one reason. This fore- 
shortening of the legislature could serve to determine the 
procedure for placing the new parliament in a condition 
“to make structural reforms, to proceed rapidly.” But, 
Andreotti explained, “Since we did not succeed in put- 
ting these procedures in place, we must then organize 
them for the next legislature, and it seems to me that 
delay would not be productive.” Hence, for Andreotti, 
going to the polls a little before the normal end of this 
parliament is not only inevitable but useful. Provided 
“the political forces debate with fewer preconditions and 
look a little ahead because these reforms are made for a 
long time.” 


We Have Reached a Mitterrand Situation 


Taken from the scheduling mentioned at the beginning, 
this is the line Andreotti discussed with the DC leader- 
ship gathered in the evening at Forlani’s at Piazza del 
Gesu. De Mita explained at the end of the DC summit 
that a line was “approved in complete harmony.” It is a 
scheduling that ought to bring about elections “5S or 12 
April,” as the DC president himself had forecast. The 
only thing that might intervene and reshuffle the cards... 


Yes, the only thing that that could change an itinerary by 
now sufficiently delineated, is a new descent into the lists 
by President Cossiga. In fact, just about the worst kind of 
atmosphere continues to prevail between the president 
and his party. Proof of this is the way the DC headquar- 
ters commented only yesterday on the idea that the 
president of the Republic himself—in case of a no from 
Andreotti—might convoke a summit of the secretaries of 
the four-party coalition. At the end of the meeting of the 
DC secretariat, Forlani dismissed the subject in this way: 
“I know nothing about it.” Nicola Mancino, leader of the 
DC senators, was even more harsh. “But where are we, 
when the president of the Republic convokes a majority 
summit? Have we reached the same situation as there is 
with Mitterrand? 
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Finland 


President Discusses Soviet Union ‘Disintegration’ 


LD2712143891 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 1900 GMT 26 Dec 91 


{Interview with President Mauno Koivisto by Jarmo 
Makela; date and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Makela] In an interview with Yieisradio, Presi- 
dent Mauno Koivisto has assessed the new situation that 
has developed with the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union. Mr. President, how do you view the permanence 
of the changes that have occurred in our eastern 
neighbor? 

[Koivisto] It is impossible to think of going back along 
the path that has been traversed before. to the central- 
ized system. It is an open question at what rate func- 
tioning cooperative relations can be created. I ncturally 
hope that in the new forms now developing, both 
internal cooperation in Russia, cooperation among the 
republics, and cooperation between them and other 
countries will quickly find usable forms. The situation is: 
If, in this new Commonwealth of Independent States, 
Russia does not achieve a functioning economy, then it 
cannot receive aid from the outside, apart from tempo- 
rary emergency aid. 

[Makele] In relations between Finland and the Soviet 
Union, there was considerable progress during the Gor- 
bachev era, even though we had a good starting point. 
What do you think now that we have to deal with Boris 
Yeltsin? Do you believe that we will progress to a similar 
degree? 


[Koivisto] Perhaps not in the same way. Gorbachev was, 
of course, right in his own way. Boris Yeltsin is a very 
different kind of person. He is very active and very 
straightforward. | had a discussion with him last June in 
connection with an official visit. | was the first Western 
head of state to meet Yeltsin at the Russian White 
House. We outlined a cooperation program, which we 
have tried to implement. According to what we agreed, 
high-level representatives were due to come from Russia 
this autumn, but other events intervened. We have held 
fairly well advanced talks on the official level on coop- 
eration and [word indistinct]. We live in the expectation 
that next year the talks will continue at a high level. 


{[Makela] Will the disintegration of the former Soviet 
Union into independent republics cause Finland prob- 
lems with recognition? 


[Koivisto] Not really. It is rather special that Soviet 
Russia recognized Finland's independence. Now Fin- 
land is being asked to recognize the independence of 
Russia, which is a much older country and state than 
Finland. It is not a question of recognition in the 
conventional sense when part of a bigger country 
secedes. It is a question of all cooperative structures 
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changing. We are recognizing the country that has been 
the most central factor and nucleus of the system. 


[Makela] What about the other independent republics, 
for instance, troubled Georgia? Could this cause prob- 
lems? 


[Koivisto] I think that fairly soon a general line will 
emerge in international politics. Many countries are 
presently considering these questions. | think that recog- 
nition will occur such that first the Slavic republics, 
which were active in the formation of the new Common- 
wealth, will be recognized. There are more relations with 
these republics in everyday life. 


[Makela] Mr. President, in conclusion, if you had a wish 
now, to mark Christmas and the new year, what would 
you wish for future relations between Finland and 
Russia” 


[Koivisto] Our relations with the Soviet Union were very 
good. They developed very favorably. We had many 
common interests as long as the economy functioned. 
Trade with the Soviet Union was very important for us. 
Naturally, we base ourselves on the premise that the 
hope will be fulfilled of good political relations between 
our countnes and our economies developing. Our trade 
has shrunk to such an extent that from the present level 
it can only go up. We hope that our trade, our economic 
cooperation, which is important for both sides, will 
develop and that good personal relations at all levels will 
develop with the new leadership. 


Former USSR Faces Loan Repayment Difficulties 


LD2812090691 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network 
in Finnish 1600 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Report by Pirjo Auvinen] 


[Text] The payment difficulties of the former Soviet 
Union may mean a loss of as much as ! billion Finnish 
Marks [FM] for Finland during next year alone. The 
Soviet side has already announced that it will end the 
repayment of loans. Now there is a danger that the 
interest payments on loans will also be left unpaid. 


The Western creditors of the former Soviet Union, the 
so-called Paris Club, to which Finland belongs, met in 
Paris just before Christmas to agree on the rules of the 
loans repayment. That meeting did not achieve agree- 
ment among the Western states, but the talks will be 
continued again in a week's time and again in Paris. The 
first Paris meeting was convened in the belief that, 
although the foreign bank of the now former Soviet 
Union would be unable to pay the repayment install- 
ments of the loans, it would be able to service the interest 
payments on the loans next year. Officially, the payment 
of interest has not yet been abandoned, although in the 
more unofficial speeches at the Paris mecting the Sovict 
representatives doubted their ability to pay interest 
payments. 
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The announcement that there will be no paying off of 
Soviet loans at all next year means a loss of some FM400 
million in terms of moncy for the Finnish State. If the 
imterest payments of FM200 million are also left unpaid. 
the sum will grow to as much as FM 600-650 million. If 
we add to this the possible nonpayments of the account 
in the Bank of Finland dating back to the clearing trade 
penod, the sum is beginning to approach about FM! 
billion. Altogether, Finland's outstanding accounts with 
the former Soviet Union total some FMS.5 billion: of 
this total, about FM3.5 billion has state guarantees. 


No sum has so far been earmarked in next year's budget 
for repayments and interest payments, which will prob- 
ably be left unpaid. It 1s obvious, however, that the total 
of FM600-650 million, which includes the repayments 
and interest payments duc, will be found in the supple- 
mentary budget to be compicied at the beginning of 
February, in addition to other problems such as Ovako 
and Veitsiluoto [companies which the government is 
trying to rescue]. 


In the payments’ talks between Western creditor coun- 
tnes and Soviet representatives, the starting point has 
largely been to postpone the repayment installments on 
the loans. The repayments due next year will be trans- 
ferred to the year 1993. The Ministry of Finance will, 
however, start talking about rolling snowballs; in other 
words, they hardly believe that the interest and repay- 
ments for two years would be paid in the year after next. 


Koivisto Declines To Meet With Karelian League 


LD2812171691 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network 
in Finnish 1600 GMT 28 Dec 91 


[Text] President Mauno Koivisto does not intend to 
meet with representatives of the Karehan League who 
have written him a letter concerning the restoration of 
Karelia. In their letter to Koivisto, the representatives of 
the Karehian League proposed a meeting during which 
the League could justify its proposals. Such a meeting is 
not forthcoming, however, reports our political observer, 
Joum: Turunen: 


Yesterday the Karelian League published the letter 
addressed to President Mauno Koivisto. In the letter the 
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League very cautiously, but very clearly, hopes for the 
restoration of the ceded Karelia or parts of it to Finland. 
League President Rauno Meroe added in his own name 
that Karelia could be turned into an autonomous prov- 
ince belonging to Finland, such as Aaland. 

it us true that the letter published yesterday was in fact 
sent to President Koivisto weeks ago. The letter was 
mailed to the president. It also included a wish that 
representatives of the Karelian League would be able to 
meet with Koivisto. The League offered to presext to the 
president the arguments for its proposals. 

League, has not, however, been arranged, and. according 
to the president's aides, it is not forthcoming cither. It is 
stated that Koivisto has studied the Karelia letter which 
arrived by mail. As far as the president is concerned, this 
is the end of the matter concerning the letter. 


Thus the Karehan League had to publish its staiement 
through the back door, so to speak, withoul President 
Koivesto’s cooperation. Korvisto has viewed the Karelia 
question with great restraint. The president has been 
heard ing chiefly on the problems connected 
with the restoration of Karelia. Either publicly or in 
things, the large number of the Russian population in the 
area and asked, on the other hand, which Finns would in 
the end move to Karelia. 


The statements of the Karelian League have also already 
caused differences within the organization. The League's 
vice president, Education Minister Riitta Uosukainen, 
said today that she backs the letter sent to Koivisto, but 
stressed that she did not know in advance about the now 
published personal views of League President Merioc. 
Uosukainen thought Merioe’s statements about 
autonomy were excessive. According to Uosukainen, it 1s 
still the League's policy that the country’s foreign policy 
leadership should comment on the Karelia question. 
Despite the obstruction, a new impetus has now in any 
case come into the debate on the restoration of Karelia. 
The Karelian League's letter expresses hope that the 
Karelia question will now become prominent in the 
parliament also. 
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Vasiliou Sends Messages to Yeltsin, Gorbachev 


NC2712204591 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 
27 Dec 91 


[Text] President Yeoryios Vasiliou met Ambassador 
Boris Zenkov this afternoon and handed him a 

for Russian Federation President Boris Yeltsin. In his 
message, Vasiliou expresses the conviction that im the 
UN Security Council, Cyprus will enjoy the same firm 
support from the Russian Federation as it had from the 
Soviet Unior. Vasiliou stated: We look forward to close 
cooperation with you with the aim of finding a just and 
viable Cyprus solution. Vasiliou also notes in his mes- 
sage that he looks forward to the development of close 
relations between the two countries and peoples, as well 
as to the strengthening of cooperation in all fields and at 
international forums. 


Vasihou also sent similar messages to the leaders of the 
other 10 members of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States. 


The president also sent a farewell message to Mikhail 
Gorbachev. He stated that the government. people, and 
he himself are grateful to Mikhail Gorbachev for his firm 
support for Cyprus and its people. At the mecting. 
Zenkov handed Vasiliou a farewell message from Gor- 
bachev. 


Soviet Envoy Remarks on Continued Sapport 


NC2812094091 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Menem ta in Greek 1300 G GMT 
27 Dec 91 


[Text] Soviet Ambassador to Cyprus Boris Zenkov reaf- 
firmed that Russia will continue to support a just Cyprus 
solution. In an interview with the Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation, Zenkov said that the former Soviet 
Embassy in Nicosia will now represent Russia and the 
commonwealth's interests. Dhimitios Andreou talked 
with Zenkov today. 


[Begin recording] [Andreou] Mr. Ambassador: The 
Kremlin's Soviet flag bearing the hammer and sickle has 
been lowered and here at the Soviet Embassy the mast is 
bare after decades of flying the flag. How does an 
ambassador feel about these developments? 


[Zenkov] Well, life continues. Flags and situations 
change. What remains is a big country, people who live 
there, and national interests which the embassy repre- 
sents. 


[Andreou] What identity will the embassy take? 


[Zenkov] Now, our country is called the Russian Feder- 
ation or Russia. Because of this, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry 1s taking over all Soviet embassies and consu- 
lates. 
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[Andreou] Do you see the Russian Federation con- 
tunuing to play the same role played by the Soviet Union, 
with the same prestige and the same weight” 


[Zenkov] I am certain it will. 


[Andreou] What could be the repercussions for the 
Cyprus issuc? 


[Zenkov] As I have told you. our changes are related first 
to domestic policy. Our country was and will be a firm 
supporter of a just and viable Cyprus solution. Do not 
worry about this. 


{Andreou] Mr. Ambassador, how do you see the Com- 
monwealth's future” 


[Zenkov] I believe that the future will provide an oppor- 
tunity for saving cooperation between our country’s 
peoples. [end recording] 


Party Leaders Challenged to TY Debate on Budget 
NC2912093391 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in Enelish 
29 Dec Vi pi 


[Report by Periklis Solomidhis] 


[Text] President Yeoryios Vasiliou has challenged party 
leaders to appear jointly on a television debate to prove 


the charges they made during the budget debate on 
Friday about economic mismanagement. 


The government spokesman Akis Fandis said the var- 
ious charges were mostly generalities and the criticism 
was not accompanied by any practical suggestions. 


During the debate, the spokesman said, it was not stated 
which expenditures are considered as unnecessary nor 
how the revenue could be increased to reduce the deficit. 


Fandis said, that as part of the policy of openness, the 
President's suggestion for a television debate on the state 
of the economy and public finances for the people to get 
to know and draw conclusions, will be accepted. 


Earlier the Minister of Finance Yeoryios Sirimis dis- 
missed the criticism expressed by the party leaders that 
the government's economic policy has failed and said 
that 1992 was expected to be a record year for the 
country’s economy unless unforeseen problems arise. 


The government, the Minister said, was doing all it could 
to restrict the financial deficit but 51 per cent of the state 
expenditures is inelastic, at least for the shorn and 
medium term. 


The House cut seven million pounds off the proposed 
budget which provides for 860 million pounds expendi- 
ture and 606 million pounds in revenuc, resulting in a 
deficit of 254 million pounds. 
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Howse Approves Gevernment Budget for 1992 
NC2812103491 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
28 Dec Yi pi 


[Report by Kharis Khrisioforou} 
[Text] With cuts amounting to nearly seven million 


pounds, the House of Representatives approved late 
yesterday the government budget for 1992. 


DISI [Democratic Rally], DIKO [Democratic Party]. 
and AKEL [Restorative of the Working People] 
voted for the amended budget bills while EDEK [United 


abstained—-though 
socialist party did join ranks with the rest of the House 
over items relating to defense spending and the refugees 
relief fund. 
A aa, AY million opt was slashed from the 


down 
to 3344 milion vende een spa ne is set 


at almost the same level, just under 815 million pounds. 


Items getting the parliamentary axe included a 0.6 mil- 
hon pound cut in the government grant to the Central 
Youth (the amount now stands at 200,000 
pounds), a 2 pound reduction in the national 
theater company's (Thoc) state grant to 1.15 million, and 
a cut in the Press and information Office's requested 1.5 
million for “publications and publicity” to 0.9 million. 


In addition to these, the legislators an across the 
board 10-per-cent cut in government office expenses and 
official travel abroad. 

These cuts aside, the fund for the financing of develop- 
ment projects has also been trimmed of a 700,000 
pounds provision for the construction of a new govern- 
ment buildings complex in the GSP [Pan-Cyprniot Gym- 
nastics Club] stadium's area. 


Parties React to Perez de Cuellar Report 


NC2812111991 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
28 Dec 91 pp 1.4 
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on the Unsted States’ good intentions because the Unned 
States and Turkey have interests that cannot be over- 
looked. 


The DISI chairman sasd that Europe should be encour- 
that we fell behind because we 


calm. li will make the Turks masters in the north aad 
upgrade them to equal partners in the south, he said. 


EDEK Chairman Vasos Lissaridhis said that the pros- 
pects for the immediate future are not hopeful. Plans 


According 
these plans open the door to extending the Turkish 
mulitary presence throughout Cyprus. 
Criticizing current policy, he said that it lacked a com- 
plete strategy. long-term program, even analysis of the 
factors involved in the Cyprus issuc. 
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Turkey Reported To Seek Soviet Nuclear Warheads 


NC2912183091 Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
29 Dec 91 pl 


[Text] According te well-informed Athens sources, the 
Turkish Government has embarked on an attempt to 
acquire additional nuclear and nuclear war- 
heads from the Islamic republics of the former Soviet 
Union. The same sources add that the Greek Govern- 
ment is deeply concerned over this development. 


According to reliable reports, Prime Minister Korstand- 
inos Mitsotakis asked the National Intelligence Service 
(EIP) to prepare a report on the situation in the Islamic 
republics, particularly on the possibilities of channeling 
nuclear technology and nuclear warheads to third coun- 
tries, but the EIP report has not yet been submitted. 


The major problem occupying the United States and 
Western countries in general is controlling nuclear 
weapons in the crumbling Soviet Union. This problem 
appears particularly acute in our area since the Turkish 
Government is trying to become a major regional power 
and increase its influence over Turkish and Muslim 
populations in the sovtiern provinces of the former 
USSR and the Balkans. 


In addition to this, for a number of years the Turkish 
Government has been at*2mpting to acquire nuclear 
potential by cooperating with Islamic countries, partic- 
ularly Pakistan. These attempts by Ankara had been 
spotted by Western intelligence agencies and relevant 
reports have appeared in the international press. 


On the basis of all these developments, diplomatic 
sources point out that the Greek Government should 
actively participate in international procedures aimed at 
the absolute control over nuclear weapons being dissem- 
inated to third countries. 


President Says Gorbachev ‘Victim’ of Reformation 


NC2912134291 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 29 Dec 91 


[Text] President Konstandinos Karamanlis returned to 
Athens at noon today after spending Christmas in Thes- 
saloniki. Arriving at Ellinikon Airport, the president told 
reporters that the situation in the Balkans is complex and 
very dangerous. 


Asked about the international situation, Karamanlis 
stated: In order to evaluate any situation you must rely 
on common sense. Not all world events can be reason- 
ably explained. 


Commenting on Gorbachev's resignation and develop- 
ments in the former Soviet Union, the president said: 
Gorbachev will go down in history as a great reformer, 
despite his political demise. He said: With perestroyka, 
Gorbachev opened Aeolus’ [Greek god of wind] bag but 
stormy winds came out and they were too fierce to 
control. I am afraid that his successors will not be able to 
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control them either. The president concluded: Gor- 
bachev was a victim of his reformations. 


Russian Envoy on Changes, Bilateral Relations 
NC2812111391 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1905 GMT 27 Dec 91 


{Interview with Russian Charge d'Affaires Viktor Boyko 
by Khristina Poporou; place and date not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Poporou] The inscription at the embassy’s 
entrance does not correspond to reality. It belongs to the 
past, which did not change fast enough. Boris Yeltsin's 
presidential decree of 19 December abolished the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry, and all former Soviet embassies and 
consulates became the Russian Federation's de facto 
establishments abroad. On 25 December, the Russian 
Federation was declared the Soviet Union's successor. 


[Begin recording] [Boyko] In Greece, ours is the Russian 
Federation Embassy. 


[Poporou] How will the Commonwealth's independent 
member states be represented? 


[Boyko] During the transition, the Commonwealth's 
independent member states will be represented by the 
Russian Federation Embassy in Greece. We expect some 
changes in our embassy. Envoys of the independent 
States might come here to work in the embassy... 


[Poporou, interrupting] On Monday, 30 December, 
leaders of the Commonwealth's independent member 
states will make critical decisions concerning the [word 
indistinct] Commonwealth bodies and reforming Soviet 
armed forces. The leaders’ conference will be held in 
Minsk, Belorussia’s capital. With Minsk the Common- 
wealth’s coordinating center, does it mean that the 
capital of the country, the official state, will change? 


[Boyko] This is a commonwealth of independent states, 
a new entity created on former Soviet territories. It will 
not have a capital. Moscow is the Russian Federation's 
capital. It was and will remain so. 


[Poporou] What do you see as the first steps showing the 
change from one state to another? 


[Boyko] The first step obvious to Greeks will be the 
hoisting of the Russian Federation state flag on the 
embassy mast. [end recording/ 


[Poporou] Concluding, Boykov said that as the Soviet 
Union's successor, the Russian Federation will continue 
friendly relations, good neighborliness, and cooperation 
with Greece, explicitly respecting every clause of the 
signed interstate agreements. He added: 


[Begin recording] [Boyko] I do not think the status of our 
relations will change much. I hope they will acquire more 
warmth, trust, and friendliness. [ei 4 recording) 
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Russian Flag Hoisted at Former Soviet Embassy 
NC2812193991 Athens ERA Tessera Radio Network 
in Greek 1715 GMT 28 Dec 91 


[Text] The former Soviet Union's Embassy in Athens 
was today renamed the Embassy of the Russian Federa- 
tion. At 1200 today, the tricolor Russian flag replaced 
the red hammer and sickle flag. 

Russian Charge d'Affaires in Athens Viktor Boyko said 
Russia ts the successor to the Soviet Union. In a state- 
ment after the ceremony, he stressed that Russia, with 
the Commonwealth of Independent States, will acquire 
more stability and that its creation was unavoidable and 
historically essential to avert the uncontrolled decompo- 
sition of the old Soviet Union. 

Boyko said that the Russian Republic's relations with 
Greece will continue in a friendly climate as always. He 
added that within this framework it expected that there 
will be an exchange of official visits by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin next year, and probably by the Ukrainian 
prime minister and the Russian foreign minister. The 
Russian charge also noted that there will be cooperation 
in alumina and natural gas projects and in trade 
exchanges. 


US. Pressure Against Turkey on Cyprus Urged 
NC2812134491 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1935 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Andonios Samaras by 
Menia Papadhopoulou during special report “Greece in 
the World Over the Past Year,” featuring correspon- 
dents Kostas lordhanidhis, Dhora Sarri, Kira Adham, 
and loannis Kartalis; date, place not given—recorded] 


— oe omitted] [Papadhopoutou] Mr. Min- 

my colleagues evaluate as positive the 
seeaaiaaaamibansdies tiaiens ot abaeen 
States. lordhanidhis said that he considers the functional 
restoration of relations with Washington as the most 
important event of the last 18 months. The questions 
are: What does President Bush's assurance that the 
United States respects the sanctity of the border mean? 
What does this actually mean for our borders? And how 
willing do you think Washington is to press the intran- 
sigent Turkey on the Cyprus issue” 


[Samaras] | believe that the latest Bush statement had 
three basic points that we have to note. First, that Greece 
1s a champion on human rights—-a very important state- 
ment. Second, the fact that the United Siates consider 
our borders sacred. | believe that the meaning of the 
Statement is self-evident. Finally, the Bush statement 
that he would like an international conference on the 
Cyprus issue was a very important assurance, and that is 
where the United States can really press—Europe presses 
and as always the United Nations presses, but the United 
States 1s the one that really must press Turkey. This 
intransigence really must end, and I am primarily talking 
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about intransigence regarding the process, the persua- 
siveness, and the will to advance the subject. It 1s very 
good that we will restart this mobility with the help of th- 
United States because in any case the Cyprus tissue ts the 


people instead of joining them. [passage omitted] 
[Papadhopoulou] Mr. Minister, ict us come to the stable 
front, as lordhanidhis described it in the beginning. that 
is Greek-Turkish relations and the Cyprus rssuc. We can 
see great reservations in these two issues from the 
colleagues mainly on anything concerning the content 
and possible results of an international conference on the 
Cyprus issue. What is your opinion? 

{Samaras} The Cyprus issue is a very difficult problem. 
First of all we have to clarify our position. Do we want to 
put the Cyprus issue on hold or do we want it solved? If 
we want it on hold, this is one view. I say we definitely 
want it solved because we believe that a great imjustice 
remains in the world and for Hellenism. Second, since 
we want it solved, such a conference could cither be 
superficial or excellently prepared. We have said thai it 
should be excellently prepared. For this reason, since the 
prerequisites for convening a proper conference exist 
and since all sides can be trusted, unlike the Turkish side 
during the Mitsotakis-Yilmaz mecting where not even 
the promoted views of the UN secretary general's repre- 
sentatives were accepted—they told us that they had 
certain views from Turkey that unfortunately were not 
confirmed—if there is no lack of trust and it is possible 
to proceed in negotiations to ensure that such an inter- 
national conference on the Cyprus issue will be suc- 
cessful, we will proceed. If the conference fails the 
Cyprus issue will go back several steps. The Cyprus issue 
will suffer a setback rather than advancing forward, 
which will be a national mistake. [passage omiticd] 


Allegations of Mistreatment of Albanians Refuted 


NC2812204991 Athens ERA Tessera Radio Network 
in Greek 1900 GMT 28 Dec 91 


— Foreign Ministry press spokesman Arwassador 
i] Kalamidhas referred to the letievs sent by 
Albanian Forcign Minister llir Bocka and Deputy For- 
cign Minister Mechil) Marku to the UN high commis- 
sioner for refugees and to the Council of Europe general 
secretary respectively. The letters accuse the Greek Gov- 
ernment of mistreating Albanian nationals and of 
adopting nationalistic and racist steps against the Alba- 
nian people. Ambassador Kalamidhas made the fol- 
lowing statement in this connection: 
The Albanian Government's provocative insistence of 
the various unfounded accusations concerning the Greek 
State's treatment of Albanian nationals living in our 
country causes, at the least, indignation. These accusa- 
tions take place after we drew the Albanian ambassador 
in Athens’ attention to the unacceptable content of the 
recent statement by the Albanian Foreign Ministry. It is 
absolutely established that a mass of criminal actions, 
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such as murders, robberies, rapes, burglaries, thefts, and 
even attacks against policemen and military people obvi- 
ously deal a blow to the Greek legal order, the rights of 


The immediate adoption of all appropriate measures to 
protect the Greek legal order, without the least touching 
upon the rights of the Albanian nationals who have 
entered and live legally in our country, is the least duty of 
every staic that respects itself and its citizens. The Greek 
State does not intend to forsake its sovereign rights 
toward anybody who abuses traditional Greek hospi- 


tality. 


Foreign Minister Andonios Samaras has given the nec- 
essary instructions to our ambassadors in Strasbourg and 
Geneva to brief the international organizations to which 
the Tirana authorities addressed these unfounded and 
unacceptable Albanian accusations. 
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The Greek Foreign Ministry reiterates that racism and 
xenophobia are concepts alien to the Greek people. It 
recalis that the respect of human nights constitutes one of 
the fundamental principles upon which the new Euro- 
pean edifice is based. The Foreign Ministry stresses its 
conviction that illegal immigration and the consequent 
criminal actions are not characteristic of the Albanian 
people for whom Greece continues to cherish feelings of 
friendship. This fact is proven in practice both by the aid 
that government organizations and individuals are dis- 
patching en masse to the suffering Albanian people and 
by the hospitality that has been offered for over a year to 
our friendly neighbors who took refuge here. The For- 
cign Ministry statement concludes by saying: Let all this 
be taken intc consideration by the Albanian Govern- 
ment which, \efore launching unfounded rebukes that 
only serve election expediencies, should try to safeguard 
its own legal order and consolidate within the Albanian 
population and, particularly, the Greek population, the 
necessary feclings of safety because, unfortunately, in 
that country there 1s still real trampling of human rights. 
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Demirel Talks on Domestic, Foreign Issues 


TA3012153891 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 30 Dec 91 


nae Sane aes Sas Seen We ee 

the government hopes for a social consensus on the 
foundation of politics and that all of Turkey's problems 
can be solved in accordance with democratic principles. 
He added that a supportive environment conducive to 
the solution of the country’s significant problems has 
been created, but that there are attempts to disrupt this 
unity and solidarity. Demirel noted that the government 
is Cetermined to fight those attempts. 


At a news conference in Ankara today, Demirel 


trative concept and that the results of that new concept 
will be felt within the next year. [passage omitted] 


Demurel said the government's major goal is to trans- 
ee ee ee 


i 
; 
: 


to save the mnocent people from those who shed blood. 
The state 1s determined to save them. The state has both 
the power and authority to do so. [passage omitted] 


In reply to another question, Demirel said that he will be 
attending the meeting to be held in Davos, Switzerland, 
at the end of January and that he will be meeting Greek 
Prime Minister Mitsotakis. He said that he is in favor of 
solving Turkish-Greek problems s peacefully through dia- 
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Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine Officially Recognized 
742712180391 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Text] Turkey has officially recognized Belarus. Mold- 
ova, and the Ukraine. The decision adopied by the 
Council of Ministers on 16 December on this subject was 
conveyed to the leaders of the relevant countries in 
messages sent by Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel. 


In a message to the parliamentary speaker of Belarus. 
Demirel said that the Turkish Government welcomes the 
pledge of Belarus that it will honor the international 
commitments of the former Soviet Union as well as the 
UN Charter and the goals and principles of the CSCE 


process. 


In a message to the president of Moldova. Demirel said: 
I believe that the Turks, who enjoy full rights 
and freedoms and live peacefully and prosperously in 
Moldova, will act as a bridge for the further development 
of our bilateral relations and cooperation. 


In his message to the Ukrainian president. Demirel 
expressed the conviction that bilateral relations will 
increase and expand even further. 


Military Aid to Turkic Republics Said F ‘ssible 
NC2712172691 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
20 Dec 91 p 19 


Report by Sezai Sengun: “Military Aid To Turkic 
epublics”} 

[Text] Ankara (HURRIYET}—National Defense Min- 

ister Nevzat Ayaz said that Turkey will help the newly- 

independent Turkic republics establish their own armed 


forces. “Our government 1s determined to do everything 
it can to help the Turkic republics.” Ayaz asserted. 


Ayaz said that Turkey is closely following the unfolding 
process in the Sovict Union. Noting that the threat 
against Turkey has been reassessed in light of the Soviet 
republics’ declarations of independence. Ayaz asserted: 
“These countries are faced with very serious economic 
problems. This compels them to establish good relations 
with the other countries of the world. Nevertheless. the 
republics, which have a dangerous nuclear capacity. the 
Ukraine being one example, must be placed under con- 
trol. The United States has made significant imitiatives 
on this matter. | am convinced that the problem will be 
resolved within a short period.” 


Military Training 


Ayaz said that his government is determined to do 
everything it can to help the independent Turkic repub- 
lics. Noting that Turkey can help these republics if they 
decide to establish their own armed forces, he asserted: 
“The structure of the Turkish Armed Forces is strong 
and the Army is experienced. The Armed Forces will be 
even stronger when the process of reorganization is 
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completed. Within this framework, we can help the 
Turkic republics, Azerbaijan in particular, benefit from 
our experience. We can create an opportunity for them, 
particularly in military training.” 

Ayaz also recalled the recent decision adopted at the 
NATO mecting in Brussels that NATO defense ministers 
should cooperate with their counterparts in the indepen- 
dent republics. 


Culture Minister Returns From Turkmenistan 


TA281206129i Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network 
in Turkish 2100 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Text] Culture Minister Fikri Saglar has said that Turkey 
and Turkmenistan have decided to implement as soon as 
possible the projects agreed upon in the fields of eco- 
nomic, cultural and scientific cooperation. 


Saglar has concluded his visit to Turkmenistan and 
returned to Turkey. In a statement to Turkish Radio and 
Television at Ankara Esenboga Airport, Saglar said that 
he conveyed to Turkmenistan President Niyazov a mes- 
sage on Turkey's recognition of his country. He added 
that at his meetings with Niyazov an agreement was 
reached for Turkey to help Turkmenistan sell its natural 
gas and to cooperate in training personnel in the banking 
and insurance fields. Saglar noted that the two sides also 
agreed to build tourist hotels in Ashkhabad, establish 
telephone and televisson links between the two countries, 
restore {words indistinct] in Turkmenistan, and train 
Turkmen techaical personnel and students in Turkey. 
He added that an agreement was also reached with the 
Turkmen culture minister to hold a cultural cooperation 
summit of Turkish-speaking nations. The summit, to be 
held in Istanbul at the end of June, will be organized by 
the culture ministries of the two countries. 


Paper Views Turkmenia, Uzbekistan’s Expectations 


Turkmen President Visit 


NC2712143391 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
18 Dec 91 p 7 


[Fatiuh Yilmaz report: “Turkmenia’s Expectations From 
Turkey”) 

[Text] Ashkhabad—Turkmen President Saparmurad 
Niyazov's visit to Turkey early in December has helped 
develop relations between the two countries. Niyazov 
asked Turkey to recognize Turkmenia, which expects the 
following from Turkey: 


1. Economic Aid: Although Turkmenia is rich in natural 
resources, there are signs that its economy is in an 
alarming state. This can be seen in nearly all of Ashkha- 
bad’s domains. President Niyazov kept the subject on 
the agenda of his Turkish visit. Turkey favors joint 
investments instead of credits to Turkmenia. However, 
Ashkhabad insists on credits. 
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2. Turkmenia Wishes To Sell Natural Gas and Oil to 
Turkey: Compared with the other republics, there 1s no 
food shortage in Turkmenia, but the Turkmen Adminis- 
tration is worried that there could be in the future. They 
wish to import foodstuffs in return for oil and natural gas 
which they will seil to Turkey. They also wish to sell oil 
and natural gas in return for credits Turkey will make 
available. 


3. Communications: During Niyazov’'s visit to Turkey, it 
was agreed in principle to establish satellite communica- 
tions between the two countnes. Turkmen officials want 
communications established soon. 


4. Improvement of Mutual Trade: Unlike the other 
republics in Central Asia, Turkmenia has not yet allowed 
private enterprises to set up. Although many [private] 
firms exist in the other Central Asian repubiics, none has 
been established in Turkmenia. The state ts still being 
run on communist principles. Regardless, the Turkmen 
Administration is secking partnerships with Turkish 
businessmen, particularly on factories processing cloth 
from Astrakhan wool. 


5. Religious Aid: The number of shrines constructed in 
Turkmenia has increased considerably in the last two 
years, support coming from Iran and Saudi Arabia which 
are also providing Turkmenia with numerous religious 
publications. Turkmen clergymen have asked Turkey for 
religious publications, Korans, and the Koranic 
alphabet. The Turkmen Administration has conveyed a 
simular request to Turkey. 


Uzbekistan's President Visit 
NC2712125391 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
20 Dec 91 p 7 


[Fatih Yilmaz report: “Uzbekistan’s Expectations” | 


[Text] The Soviet Union's disintegration has stepped up 
the improvement of relations between Turkey and 
Uzbekistan. President Islam Karimov’'s visit to Turkey 
has strengthened hopes that relations will be intensified. 
In view of talks in Tashkent and the outcome of Kari- 
mov's visit to Turkey, Uzbekistan expects the following 
from Ankara: 


1. Turkish Economic Support: Although no definite 
figure has been disclosed, Uzbekistan expects Turkey to 
make credits available to Tashkent, enabling Uzbekistan 
al least to reactivate its cconomy. 


2. Development of Mutual Trade: The quality of Uzbek:- 
stan’s gold and cotton products complics with interna- 
tional standards. Uzbekistan wants Uzbek and Turkish 
companies to establish joint factories to process and sell 
Uzbekistan'’s gold and cotton products on international 
markets. 


3. Religious Aid: The mufti's office in Tashkent has 
complained that it has not received any aid from Turkey, 
which it expects to provide religious publications and to 
contribute toward building religious shrines and 
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mosques in Uzbekistan. Turkey has done 
nothing about this, Iran and Saudi Arabia have launched 
a significant campaign for religious matters in Uzbeki- 
stan. 

4. Search for an Alphabet: The Uzbek Administration, 
founded by the Communist Party, seems determined to 
adopt the Latin alphabet. 


Turkes’ Party Plans To Merge With ‘NLP’ 
TA2712191991 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 27 Dec 91 


[Text] The Democratic Movement Party [DMP], which 
was established under the leadership of Yozgat Deputy 
Alpasian Turkes, has decided to merge with the Nation- 
alist Labor Party [NLP]. The DMP Central Decision- 
making and Executive Council and the Founders 
Council met today to discuss the merger proposal sub- 
mitted by the NLP. 


The decision to close down the DMP and merge with the 
NLP was announced in a statement issued at the end of 
the meeting. The merger will be endorsed during the 
NLP congress to be held in Ankara on 29 December. The 
DMP has 19 deputies in the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. 


Turkes Elected NLP Leader 


742912180191 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 2700 GMT 29 Dec 91 


[Text] The Democratic Movement Party [DMP], led by 
Yozgat Deputy Alpasian Turkes, joined the Nationalist 
Labor Party [NLP] at the latter's congress today. Turkes 
was elected NLP leader. Turkes, addressing the congress, 
said that the DMP decided to join the NLP upon the 
latter's invitation. He added that those who share similar 
views, principles, and ideals should be united under a 
single roof. The Third NLP Congress then proceeded to 
elect a leader and members of the Central Executive 
Council. Turkes was the only candidate for party lead- 
ership. 


PKK Members Caught in Southeast, Arms Seized 


TA2812152691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1415 GMT 28 Dec 91 


{Text} Sanliurfa (AA)}—22 persons belonging to the sep- 
aratist terrorist organization PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] were detained here in this southeastern prov- 
ince on Saturday, officials said. 
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A staterm ut by the Governor of Sanliurfa Ziyaeddin 
Akbulut said four persons among these 22 were senior 
members of the organization. 

The statement said security teams patrolling in the 
regions of Siverek, Ceylanpinar and Viransehir detained 
a total of 22 persons belonging to a separatist terrorist 
organization, one of them of Syrian origin. 


Large amounts of ammunition, hand grenades and fire- 
arms were also seized following search operations in 
various hideouts. 

The statement also said it was determined that these 
persons had taken pari in various terrorists activities 
such as armed raids on numerous official buildings. 


Foreign Ministry Official Meets Syrian Envoy 
TA2712191291 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1520 GMT 27 Dec 91 


{Text} Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Syrian Ambassador ‘Abd 
al-‘aziz al- Rifa’i on Friday met with Foreign Ministry 
Under Secretary Ozdem Sanberk. 

Speaking to reporters after the meeting which lasted 
about an hour, Sanberk said bilateral relations where 
taken up “with a constructive and friendly approach”. 


During the meeting it was agreed to develop present 
dialogue on the ministers level, and to resume contacts 
for the establishment of economic and security cooper- 
ation projects. 

Al-Rifa’i also said his country does not support terrorist 
activities perpetrated by the PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan]. 


Qatari Energy Minister Arrives in Ankara 


TA2912192391 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 29 Dec 91 


[Text] Qatari Energy Minister Shaykh Hamad Bin-Jasim 
Bin-Jabbur Al Thani [title as heard] has arrived in 
Ankara. At Esenboga Airport he was received by Mahir 
Barutcu, under secretary of the Energy and Natural 
Resources Ministry. Al Thani said that there are possi- 
bilities for cooperation between Qatar and Turkey in the 
oil and oil-related industries. The establishment of joint 
fertilizer plants in Qatar, the sale of natural gas, and 
cooperation in the petrochemical field will be discussed 
at the official talks that begin tomorrow. 
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